
Upper Missisquoi and Trout Rivers Wild and Scenic Committee 

Minutes  
Thursday, March 15, 2018 

Enosburg Public Library, Enosburg Falls 

Attendees: Jacques Couture, Russ Ford, John Little, Jim MacCartney, Misty McCartney, Mike Manahan, Keith 
Sampietro, Cynthia Scott, Wendy Scott, Susan Staples, Sherry Willey, and Lindsey Wight. 

Meeting was called to order at 6:44 pm by Jacques Couture. Cynthia was our secretary for this meeting – thank 
you Cynthia! 

Minutes of the January 18th and February 15th meeting were reviewed. RF motioned; SS seconded; minutes were 
approved as written.  

Administrative Business/Action Update: We had 73 people attend the Wild and Scenic Film Fest. Well received. 
We spent more than we made, but this was expected. Overall a good outreach event – good to attract new 
people. If we want to do another, probably aim for summer or fall – the Committee expressed strong support to 
do another film fest.  

River Community grants – via email, the Committee agreed to the suggestions made by the grants 
subcommittee. We received 11 applications; Lindsey will be making the funding announcements this month and 
put out a press release. We do need to include in the grant language a requirement to acknowledge us at their 
funding source on all documents, etc.  – and include it in all write-ups to towns and the like.  

USA Today – called asking for information; John will reach out to the reporter. 

Vision: We will continue to refine our Vision Statement, while attempting to keep it simple and pithy. Should be 
one sentence that focuses on our main goals; can even be a slogan - i.e. “protect the river; have fun” “don’t 
trash it; splash it” “love it and leave it clean” “preserve, protect, promote, paddle”. Concern was expressed 
about the first draft containing the word “development” – suggested “preservation of river basins” instead of 
“sustainable development”. Also need to get schools and teachers involved – get teachers to take kids out on 
the rivers and engage more young folks. 

Strategic Plan: We continued to refine our access recreation goals. Access locations that were called out/would 
be desired include: previously identified locations in Lowell, and Westfield, as well as a couple of spots in Troy, 
North Troy and Montgomery. There are limited access spots in North Troy (but it does contain some tougher 
paddling).  

NFCT is a great resource, and will be able to help us with access points. As discussed in the February meeting, we 
should make it a goal to put in at least one access spot per year.  

We should have a bigger presence in newspapers, and consider a brief quarterly newsletter.  

It was suggested that we form a strategic plan subcommittee to meet between meetings and help refine these 
goals.  

50th events: Bat box workshop April 28th at Richford High School. Lindsey will need help prepping materials; will 
bring to the April meeting.  

April 22: Trout River paddle; let Lindsey know if you want to join! 

Richford River Fest June 23 – need more ideas for activities; we want to grow this event! Vegetable regatta? If 
the water isn’t too high. 

Others events: Russ will organize NFCT paddles; we will co-sponsor. MRBA is working on River Rubble Recycling 
events with local elementary schools in May. CS and MMc may be interested/able to assist. 



Other: National Park Foundation Grants: We submitted 6 proposals to Jim; he passed 4 along: creating a river 
park in North Troy; invasives workshops with landowners; conservation easements along river frontage; bank 
stabilization projects. The projects that were not submitted were signage and mapping, and a story book. If 
there is interest in working toward these, we could consider using our funds for this purpose.  

Richford/Sutton Bridge – Jim met with Vtrans/Army Corps/DEC. they will be replacing girders and decking. There 
will be tree cutting for this work by mid-April, the road will be closed sometime in April-May, with construction 
to be completed by October. We will have a sign there! 

Upcoming Meetings: 

 April 19 – Orleans County – Lowell? Lindsey will try to find a location we can do some wood cutting. 
 May 17 – Franklin County – Montgomery? 
 June 21 – Orleans County – Westfield? 

Other: Can Lindsey send out the final grant reports from the 2017 River Community Grants? 

Wrap up and adjourn: MMc moved/SS seconded. Meeting adjourned at 8:37 pm and the officers stayed for a 
brief executive session. 


