
Upper Missisquoi and Trout Rivers Wild and Scenic Committee 

Minutes  
Thursday, January 18, 2018 

The INN, Montgomery Center 

Attendees: Sue Brassett, Russ Ford, Carol Hickey, John Little, Jim MacCartney, Anne McKay, Keith Sampietro, 
Cynthia Scott, Susan Staples, Lindsey Wight, Charen Fegard, Nick Barletta. 

Thanks to The INN for providing us a wonderful meeting location and delicious food! 

Meeting was called to order at 6:38 pm by Susan Staples. Sue Brassett was our secretary for this meeting – 
thank you Sue! 

Taste of Wild & Scenic: We started off the meeting with a discussion of our proposed event with Nick Barletta. 
The goal of this event is to showcase our W&S communities through local foods, specialties, etc. Chefs could 
work with food producers to create small plates along a progressive food tour that would show off the shops, 
inns, restaurants of Montgomery. We propose January 2019 to provide something during a winter month that is 
usually slower; in the late afternoon and evening. Folks would purchase tickets to attend. Could have a “cause” 
to raise money for. Include: Black Lantern, Bernies, Belfry, etc. – although preferably sites could be within 
walking distance of eachother. Sites farther away could partner with closer ones, to be highlighted. Nick agreed 
that this would be a great opportunity to work together (“restaurants in the area collaborating for the greater 
good”), but thought it might be better to aim for warmer weather – so people actually want to walk around, and 
also so they could investigate the river! Businesses could highlight how they interact with the river. He did 
suggest avoiding August, though. 

At the close of our time with Nick, we asked how our organization might benefit his business: he said improving 
access and improving information about the opportunities along the river. 

Minutes of the December 21st meeting were reviewed. JL motioned to accept, RF seconded. The minutes were 
approved as written.  

Administrative Business/Action Update:  

a) Finacial report: Cynthia gave an assessment of our financials as we head into a new year.  

b) Projector Screen: Lindsey would like to purchase an updated projector screen for between $150-$250. 

c) Email: Wix, our website host, carries email accounts that would be more integrated into our website for 

$2.95-$4.95/month. Lindsey will investigate switching. Same address. 

d) Signs: Lindsey brought two final options for signs to be offered to landowners at swimming holes. The 

brown sign was preferred, but with thicker lettering and the logos separated, as well as some other 

suggested changes. Lindsey will finalize the design and get some pricing quotes.  

e) River Community Grants: due Feb 2. Spread the word! 

f) Steel pint cups for W&S film fest: There is a deal available through the Film Fest – Our logo on 90 cups 

for ~$525. We could give some away to the first to arrive at the FF and sell others. Need to talk to Jay 

about possible drink deals. Lindsey will look into getting JUST our logo (the deal involves both the film 

fest logo and ours). We also need to figure out if we can do online ticket sales (i.e. Eventbrite) – or if Jay 

can? 

50th Anniversary of the Wild and Scenic Act next year:  

May 19th Let’s Go Fishing Workshop. Keith will lead. Need to find a location; preferably with someplace inside 
and someplace outside for fishing. Can handle up to 30 kids. There could be some spots for this in North Troy.  



April - Suggestion that the Bat Box Workshop in April be held in Montgomery. We will hold more discussion of 
upcoming events in February.  

2018 Events: January – show Saving Our Waters. Lindsey will reach out to PBS to see if we can have permission. 
February – snowshoe events, 1:30-3pm. Feb 3: Jared Nunery will lead in Orleans County. Feb 10: Nancy Patch 
will lead in Franklin County. March 12th – W&S film fest at Jay Peak. April – bat box building workshop – charge 
$10 for box, all materials provided (the 28th? Also have the PWSR Trout River Paddle on April 22 and the SORP 
conference the 23-26th, see below). May – river rubble recycling during the week after Green-Up Day. Lindsey 
will reach out to schools. Also: May 19th? – Let’s Go Fishing event at local school? Lindsey will check with Keith. 
June 9th – Paddle & Picnic in Orleans (Lane Rd to Dam?); Paddle/Pedal race will likely be June 23 or 30. July 14th – 
Paddle & Picnic in Franklin (Richford to E. Berk, or Lawyer’s Landing to iron bridge and then back?). August 26th – 
W&S Gathering at Big Falls. September 8th – River Clean-Up in Montgomery. October 6th – Plein Air painting. 
November 4th – Fire along the River at Riverwalk Park. December 20th – Solstice potluck. 

Other Events/Planning:  

a) April 22 – paddle on the Trout; 2-5pm. Invite NPS and PWSR folks. Lindsey will work on booking canoes 
and a shuttle. 

b) Society of Outdoor Recreation Professionals April 23-26. Lindsey will be part of a panel on the 24th. 
c) June 23 – NFCT Paddle/Pedal and Richford River Fest – we will brainstorm activities ideas that we can 

provide to increase the attraction of the Fest. 
d) MRBA clean-ups: June 21, July 21, August 11 

Upcoming Meetings: 

 February 15 – Orleans County – North Troy? HOMEWORK: come ready to discuss the MP and other goals. 
 March 15 – Franklin County – Enosburgh? 
 April 19 – Orleans County – Lowell? 

Wrap up and adjourn: Meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm. 


