
Upper Missisquoi and Trout Rivers Wild and Scenic Committee 

Minutes  
Thursday, April 20, 2017 

Lowell Town Hall 

Attendees: Helene Croteau, Russ Ford,  Ellen Fox, Carol Hickey, Mark Higley, Cynthia Scott, Susan Staples, and 
Lindsey Wight. 

Meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm by Lindsey Wight. Susan Staples is acting as secretary for this meeting – 
thank you Susan! 

Minutes of the March 16th meeting were reviewed. Ellen Fox motioned to accept. Susan Staples seconded. The 
minutes were approved as written.  

Administrative Business: Lindsey brought and showed off our new tabletop display, as well as the feather flag 
that arrived the day before. The feather flag background image is disappointingly pixelated, and Lindsey will talk 
to the manufacturer about this. 

The Big Falls clean-up with the students from NYC on April 12th was a big success. The students were at Jay Peak 
for skiing, but wanted to participate in a community service project after doing some similar work last year. 
Lindsey and her husband, Craig, brought 44 students to Big Falls. The group was split up, with half joining Craig 
for a natural history tour while the others joined Lindsey to pick up trash. The groups switched places so 
everyone got a chance to learn about the Big Falls area and clean it up for the enjoyment of summer visitors. 
The group collected 620 pounds of trash, including a television, four car tires and one tractor tire. The trash was 
delivered to Casella in Newport, and they took it for free under their Green-Up program.  

Lindsey had a table at the Wild and Scenic Film Festival at Main Street Landing Performing Arts Center in 
Burlington on April 13th. The Vermont Natural Resources Council held the event with Patagonia Burlington as a 
co-sponsor. Our new tabletop presentation looks great and people responded well to it. Some people said they 
thought we had too much text, and those of us at the meeting agreed, so that will be changed for future use. 
Lindsey said it was a wonderful opportunity to meet people – she talked to several about paddling up in our 
area, and even to some folks from other states who are involved with Wild and Scenic Rivers. 

We co-sponsored a River Corridors Workshop with Cold Hollow to Canada, Missisquoi River Basin Association 
and Friends of Northern Lake Champlain on April 18th at the Cold Hollow Career Center. The workshop hosted 
26 attendees, well above the required minimum of 10. The main attraction at the hands-on workshop was a 
river stream flume that allowed attendees to see what happens to a river over time when they manipulated 
pathways, banks and culverts. The group focused its discussion on the importance of river corridors and how 
towns can create river corridor bylaws. Bakersfield, Enosburg and Montgomery are in the process of creating, or 
have already adopted, bylaws. 

Signage and bridge updates: We’ve had a positive response from VTrans regarding the bridge on 105A in East 
Richford at the border crossing – they asked for design plans for signs calling out the river as Wild and Scenic, 
and will consider putting one on the U.S. side of the bridge (unfortunately, they have no authority to put one on 
the Canada side). However, getting signage approved is a complicated process, and there’s a chance that our 
road signs may not happen this year. Another project we had hoped for at the border crossing bridge was an 
area for parking for the put-in/take-out that is below the bridge. VTrans said there is not enough room to add 
this. We are disappointed about this.  

The Longley Covered Bridge is expected to be finished this summer. 

The office sign is not done yet, but Lindsey will work on having the decal printed by the next meeting, - Charen 
Fegard’s tip about using the printshop at the Department of Corrections in Newport is a great one; Lindsey will 
work with them and see what we can do. 



Mapping: We held discussing the mapping until our next meeting. We want to do this when we have more 
people at the meeting for brainstorming. Lindsey will send us a map PDF so we can mark it up and ask friends 
and family for suggestions. 

Events/Planning: July 22nd Paddle and Picnic — We batted around suggestions for who to hire to cater the 
food. Lindsey said she could ask people in the Jay community about burgers and hot dogs. We also talked about 
a pizza truck with a wood oven. We decided the pizza idea is better than burgers because then folks will have 
more options. Lindsey will look into finding a pizza truck and get quotes for costs. Lindsey also will ask Stacey 
Carpenter if we can use the RiseVT smoothie bike. We would like to have the picnic on the sandbar in East 
Berkshire. Lindsey will find out who owns the field adjacent to it and ask for permission to drive through the 
field to get to the sandbar. We prefer to have the food truck at the sandbar instead of on the road so we can 
make sure only paddling participants get food. We need to find drivers willing to shuttle paddlers to their cars 
from the picnic area, as well as shuttling people who continue paddling to Lawyer’s Landing in Enosburg. 
Perhaps we can find trailers that we can move the boats with, though that’s probably not a necessity. 
Montgomery Adventures will rent us boats for people who do not have their own, but want to participate. 

August 5 Full Moon Paddle — We will definitely start at Lawyer’s Landing in Enosburg since the water levels are 
reliably navigable. Start time should be 7:00, so it’s not full dark before we get on the water. Lindsey said 
Montgomery Adventures might be booked and we won’t be able to get canoes. Russ made a very good point 
about people who don’t own their own boats: it is not safe for beginners to be on the water at night and this 
puts others at risk as well. We have decided that we will not offer any boats for this particular event, all 
participants MUST bring their own boats.  

August 20th Gathering at Big Falls — We revisited the topic of what kind of workshops to offer. Popular ideas 
include fly tying; a wild edibles walk; river bugs; someone to talk about the history of Big Falls; county forester 
walk/talk about the flora and fauna along the river; someone to talk about the USGS river flood gauge and how 
flooding affects surrounding areas; a geologist to talk about the Falls (perhaps the MRBA AmeriCorps member, 
who is a geologist). We decided that we can offer our experts $100 for the day. Lindsey will start contacting 
people to see if they are interested in leading a workshop. We will have a set time for each workshop, though 
we will try to be flexible if a lot of people want to attend conflicting workshops or if late attendees are 
interested in a workshop that has been held already. We also discussed hiring a fiddler to provide music, as well 
as someone to do face painting and lead river-related arts & crafts for kids, and possibly someone to speak 
about Abenaki history. We will want a microphone or bullhorn to make the announcements of when programs 
are beginning, etc. 

We decided to put off other event ideas until next year because the calendar is quite full. We want to make sure 
our events are successful, so we will now focus on these three events. 

We will hold Swimming Hole cleanups again this summer. Dates and locations to be determined. 

Lindsey has been asked if we want to participate in Montgomery FloodFest, to commemorate the 20th 
anniversary of the historic 1997 flash flood of the Trout River and the ensuing devastation to Montgomery. 
Perhaps we could rent the flume for $50, or set up a display about riparian restoration. This event is not set in 
stone and may not be held. We will discuss this more when we know that the event is scheduled. 

Upcoming Meetings: 

May 18th — Franklin County — Berkshire Elementary School, Berkshire (bring a camp chair if you don’t 
want to sit in kid-sized chairs!) 

 June 15th — Orleans County — Orleans County — Westfield? 
 July 20th — Franklin County — Enosburgh? 

Wrap up and adjourn: Carol Hickey motioned that we adjourn; Helene Croteau seconded. Meeting adjourned at 
8:10 pm. 


