
Upper Missisquoi and Trout Rivers Wild and Scenic Committee 

Minutes  
Thursday, May 18, 2017 

Berkshire Elementary School 

Attendees: Sue Brassett, Jacques Couture, Carol Hickey, John Little, Jim MacCartney, Mike Manahan, Misty 
McCartney, Keith Sampietro, Wendy Scott, and Lindsey Wight. 

Meeting was called to order at 6:40 pm by Jacques Couture. Sue Brassett is acting as secretary for this meeting – 
thank you Sue! 

Minutes of the April 20th meeting were reviewed. MM motioned to accept. WS seconded. The minutes were 
approved as written.  

Administrative Business: Lindsey and Jim gave a brief overview of River Rally. David Deen, one of the River 
Heroes honored at the Rally, was on Brave Little State on 5/17, discussing water quality concerns. The Wild & 
Scenic Act celebrates 50 years next year, so we will be joining the push for attention to that and to our W&S 
places. 

Lindsey will get a decal printed to create a sign to hang in the office. Having a sign proclaiming the W&S 
Missisquoi at the Richford/Sutton border bridge seems to be moving forward. Our design will mimic other 
brown cultural or recreational site signs (as seen on federal lands). After the design is ok’d, we can approach 
towns about placing signs at town-owned crossings. VTrans will need to approve signage on our roadways. If we 
purchase the signs, VTrans/road-crews will typically install. 

July 10-13th there will be a Partnership Wild & Scenic Rivers meeting in Westfield, MA. Jim, Jacques, Lindsey, and 
Misty plan to attend. 

We should discuss creating a strategic plan in the fall. 

We have funds above what was budgeted for – due to delays in some spending and overcalculations in others – 
Lindsey recommended that we hold another grant round. MMc motioned; SB seconded. Lindsey will calculate 
how much overage we have for the next meeting, and we can discuss the particulars and the timeline. JM was 
concerned about the timing – are we rushing it to try to get a cycle out this summer? When will we send out 
requests for proposals – summer is a busy time for folks. There were some projects submitted in the spring 
round that might be submitted for another look, but others from scratch might require too much work at this 
time of year. 

Mapping: We split into groups and started locating points of interest. Lindsey will use this information to create 
an interactive online map, similar to the Lamoille River Paddler’s Trail. It would be great to have small sections – 
day-paddles with established or at least permitted put-ins and take-outs. It was suggested that we get town 
maps to look at in more detail.  

Events/Planning: July 22nd Paddle and Picnic — Lindsey will try to find the sandbar landowner and get 
permission to hold lunch there in East Berkshire – possibly take-out here, or float just down to the 118 bridge. 
We will put in at Davis at 10:00am. Montgomery Adventures will have canoes available for us to rent for people 
who don’t have their own boat. Lindsey will bring a flyer advertising the event to the next meeting, for people to 
distribute.  

August 5 Full Moon Paddle — Lawyer’s Landing at 7pm.  

August 20th Gathering at Big Falls — ideas: Jay Cloud Cyclery? Elliot Cluba for edibles walk? Keith will do an 
electrofishing demo, and will register it on the F&Wlife events calendar. We will need folks to direct people, to 
man stations, and to simply mingle and do outreach. 



Partners or co-sponsored events – The Paddle Pedal will be June 24th. Lindsey will send out a link to sign up for a 
volunteer shift. / The MRBA is holding Bluegrass Against Blue-Green Algae at the Rec Center in Montgomery 
Center on June 29th. We will have a table; can anyone man it? Misty said she could. / Misty said that Floodfest 
2017 (July 15) is still a go – Lindsey will inquire. / Lindsey plans to do some events during National Moth Week 
July 22-30 – suggested parks include Davis, Brownway, or Riverwalk. 

Upcoming Meetings: 

 June 15th — Orleans County — Westfield 
 July 20th — Franklin County — Enosburgh? 
 August 17 — Orleans County — Troy? 

Other/Public Comment: Keith submitted an off-cycle grant application for fund to provide scholarships for kids 
to go on the Northern Forest Explorers trip. This is a Northern Forest Canoe Trail program that has been around 
for several years, but there are limited scholarship funds this year, and Keith is seeking other options. The cost is 
$500/kid and they take up to 14 kids. They put in at the border and paddle as far as they can toward the Lake. 
Keith says they usually have about 50% of the fund from scholarships.  

The grants subcommittee will discuss the application, and bring a recommendation to the Committee at our 
June meeting. 

Wrap up and adjourn: MM motioned that we adjourn; JL seconded. Meeting adjourned at 8:17 pm. 

Water sampler – Enosburg 

 


